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Crypto Exchange Fees in Canada: Smart 

Traders Pay Less 

Crypto exchange fees in Canada aren’t always what they seem. From spreads to withdrawal 

costs, the final amount you pay can be much higher than the advertised rate. This guide breaks 

down the real fees Canadians face — and how to reduce them using smarter choices. 

For a deeper breakdown, explore our full crypto exchange guide, or review global fee structures 

in this Investopedia overview. 

Why Crypto Exchange Fees Matter More Than You Think 

Most Canadians buying or selling crypto focus on the market price: “Is Bitcoin up or down 

today?” But even small fee differences can have a big impact — especially when converting 

crypto back to cash or when trading multiple times. 

Because Canada’s regulatory environment is strict and exchanges must comply with FINTRAC 

requirements, some platforms charge extra fees to cover compliance, liquidity sourcing, or 

CAD processing. 

If you don’t know where these charges come from, you may end up paying more than expected. 

What Counts as “Crypto Exchange Fees” in Canada? 

https://avaexchange.ca/2025/12/08/
https://avaexchange.ca/author/adrin/
https://www.investopedia.com/cryptocurrency-4427699
https://www.fintrac-canafe.gc.ca/
https://www.fintrac-canafe.gc.ca/


Crypto exchange fees are not just the “trading fee” shown on the pricing page. Canadian users 

typically face six types of costs: 

• Trading Fees (Maker/Taker) 

The fee you pay to execute a buy/sell order. Maker fees are usually lower, but most beginners 

unknowingly use taker orders — costing more. 

• Spread Fees 

The hidden difference between the real market price and the price the exchange offers you. Even 

a 1% spread means paying $10 on a $1,000 trade — often without realizing it. 

• Deposit Fees 

Some exchanges charge a percentage or flat fee depending on the funding method (Interac, wire 

transfer, debit card). 

• Withdrawal Fees 

Withdrawing crypto often triggers blockchain network fees plus a platform fee. Withdrawing 

CAD sometimes adds processing charges. 

• Conversion Fees (Crypto → CAD or CAD → Crypto) 

This cost is separate from trading fees. Many users think they avoid fees because “trading is 

free,” but conversion spreads can be much higher. 

• Network Fees 

Blockchain transactions require miners or validators. These are unavoidable and vary based on 

the coin you’re moving. 

When you add all of these together, the total cost can be significantly higher than the advertised 

rate. 

Maker vs Taker Fees Explained (And Why Most Canadians 

Pay More) 

Most Canadian exchanges use a maker/taker model: 

 Maker fee: When you add liquidity by placing a limit order. 

 Taker fee: When you remove liquidity by buying or selling instantly. 



Almost all beginners choose the “instant buy/sell” option — which is always a taker transaction, 

meaning they automatically pay the higher fee bracket. 

For example: 

 Maker fee: 0.1% 

 Taker fee: 0.3%–1% 

Over several trades, this becomes a costly habit. Understanding the difference can instantly save 

users money. 

Spread Fees: The Hidden Cost Most Canadians Ignore 

Spreads are where most exchanges earn the majority of their revenue. Even platforms advertising 

“0% trading fees” often charge a spread of 0.5% to 2% on every transaction. 

This means if Bitcoin is trading at $60,000: 

 You might buy at $60,300 

 And sell at $59,700 

You lose money instantly — without seeing an official “fee.” 

Real Example: Fees When Converting $1,000 in Bitcoin to 

Cash 

Let’s break down what typically happens when a Canadian cashes out $1,000 worth of Bitcoin: 

1. Trading fee: 0.2% = $2 

2. Spread: 1% = $10 

3. BTC withdrawal fee: ~$3–$10 in network fees 

4. CAD withdrawal fee or bank charges: $1–$10 depending on platform 

5. Possible additional conversion spread: 0.5%–1% = $5–$10 

Estimated total cost: 

$18–$40+ on a $1,000 cash-out — and often even higher on platforms with larger spreads. 

This is why many users feel confused when the final amount in their bank account is lower than 

expected. 

If you're cashing out for tax purposes, it may help to understand your obligations. Here’s an 

overview of crypto tax rules in Canada. 

https://avaexchange.ca/crypto-taxes-canada/


 

   

Why Canadians Often Pay More than Users in Other 

Countries 

Canadian crypto platforms operate in a more regulated and bank-dependent environment. This 

leads to: 

 Higher compliance costs: FINTRAC, KYC/AML 

 Limited liquidity: fewer global exchanges operating in Canada 

 Banking restrictions: some banks delay or limit crypto transactions 

 Fewer exchange options: recent exits of major crypto companies 

All of these factors raise the total cost for Canadian users. 

How to Choose a Crypto Exchange with Low Fees 

To keep more of your gains, focus on these factors: 

✔ 1. Compare Spreads, Not Just “Trading Fees” 



Many exchanges advertise 0% trading fees but hide a 2% spread. 

✔ 2. Avoid Platforms That Charge for Interac 

Some exchanges charge for Interac transfers or withdrawals (Interac is Canada’s national e-

transfer network). 

Stick with platforms offering $0 Interac deposits/withdrawals. 

✔ 3. Check Withdrawal Options 

Bank transfer fees vary from $0 to $5 depending on the platform. 

✔ 4. Reputation & Safety 

A platform with transparent fees is usually more trustworthy. 

You can reduce risk by learning how to avoid crypto scams in Canada. 

✔ 5. Understand Network Fees 

Sending crypto on congested networks (like Ethereum) can cost $5–$40+. 

Using alternatives like Tron USDT or Litecoin can reduce this to under $1. 

The Safest Way to Avoid High Crypto-to-Cash Conversion 

Fees in Canada 

Selling crypto online seems convenient, but converting to cash often involves multiple stacked 

fees — trading, withdrawing, conversion spreads, and bank processing charges. 

This is why some users prefer in-person exchanges where the rate is clear and the transaction is 

finalized immediately. 

Soft mention: Licensed exchange offices in places like Richmond Hill offer face-to-face 

transparency, helping users avoid multiple layers of online charges. 

When an In-Person Crypto Exchange Makes Sense 

Canadians increasingly use local exchange services for situations such as: 

 Converting crypto to cash quickly 

 Avoiding delays, holds, or frozen bank transfers 

 Getting transparent pricing without hidden spreads 

 Handling larger amounts safely 

 Avoiding withdrawal fees and blockchain delays 

https://avaexchange.ca/crypto-scams-canada/


In-Person Crypto Exchange Services in Toronto & 

Richmond Hill 

While most Canadians use online platforms to buy and sell crypto, in-person crypto exchanges 

have become a preferred option for people who want clear rates, same-day cash, and no 

hidden spreads. 

These services are especially popular for users who want to avoid delays, bank transfer issues, or 

unexpected online fees. 

Here are trusted in-person crypto exchange locations available in the Greater Toronto Area 

(GTA): 

Bitcoin Well – Toronto (Appointment-Based Office Service) 

Location: 120 Adelaide St W, Toronto, ON 

Website: https://bitcoinwell.com 

Bitcoin Well provides in-person crypto services through scheduled appointments. 

They specialize in larger-volume transactions and offer: 

 Cash purchases 

 Private one-on-one consultations 

 Transparent fee structure 

Good choice for downtown Toronto users who prefer regulated, office-based transactions. 

Satstreet – Toronto (High-Value OTC Service) 

Location: Toronto, Ontario 

Website: https://satstreet.com 

Satstreet is a boutique OTC desk serving high-net-worth and institutional clients. 

It’s ideal for those looking to process larger transactions with negotiated fees. 

They provide: 

 In-person service by appointment 

 Low slippage 

 Customized rates 

Not designed for walk-ins or small transactions. 

Ava Exchange – Richmond Hill (Transparent, Licensed, Face-to-Face Service) 

Location: Unit 9, 10097 Yonge St, Richmond Hill, ON 

Ava Exchange offers in-person crypto-to-cash and cash-to-crypto services with upfront 

pricing and no hidden spreads. 

It’s ideal for users who want to avoid network fees, withdrawal delays, or complex online 

https://bitcoinwell.com/
https://satstreet.com/


platforms. 

Services include: 

 Crypto-to-cash conversion 

 Cash-to-crypto 

 Immediate settlement 

 Support for Bitcoin, USDT, Ethereum, and major coins 

A strong option for anyone in Richmond Hill, Aurora, Vaughan, or nearby areas. 

Visit our Crypto Exchange Services page to explore secure, transparent, and in-person crypto 

exchange options. 

 

  

Why More Canadians Are Choosing In-Person Exchanges 

In-person services are becoming popular for several reasons: 

 Transparent pricing with no withdrawal or network fees 

 Immediate cash — no waiting for bank transfers 

 Human support, helpful for beginners or large-volume clients 

 No risk of frozen deposits (a common issue with online platforms) 

 Better privacy and in-person verification 

https://avaexchange.ca/crypto-exchange/


For people in Toronto or York Region, in-person exchanges offer a secure alternative to online 

trading — especially when dealing with larger amounts or wanting clear, upfront rates. 

Final Thoughts: Keep More of Your Crypto by Reducing 

Fees 

Crypto exchange fees in Canada vary widely, and the lowest advertised fee isn’t always the 

cheapest option. 

By understanding spreads, withdrawal charges, CAD conversion costs, and blockchain fees, 

users can avoid unnecessary losses and protect more of their crypto value. 

If you prefer transparent, predictable transactions — especially when converting crypto to cash 

— local in-person services in Richmond Hill can offer an easier, clearer alternative without the 

hidden layers of online platforms. 

 


	Crypto Exchange Fees in Canada: Smart Traders Pay Less
	Why Crypto Exchange Fees Matter More Than You Think
	What Counts as “Crypto Exchange Fees” in Canada?
	• Trading Fees (Maker/Taker)
	• Spread Fees
	• Deposit Fees
	• Withdrawal Fees
	• Conversion Fees (Crypto → CAD or CAD → Crypto)
	• Network Fees

	Maker vs Taker Fees Explained (And Why Most Canadians Pay More)
	Spread Fees: The Hidden Cost Most Canadians Ignore
	Real Example: Fees When Converting $1,000 in Bitcoin to Cash
	Why Canadians Often Pay More than Users in Other Countries
	How to Choose a Crypto Exchange with Low Fees
	✔ 1. Compare Spreads, Not Just “Trading Fees”
	✔ 2. Avoid Platforms That Charge for Interac
	✔ 3. Check Withdrawal Options
	✔ 4. Reputation & Safety
	✔ 5. Understand Network Fees

	The Safest Way to Avoid High Crypto-to-Cash Conversion Fees in Canada
	When an In-Person Crypto Exchange Makes Sense
	In-Person Crypto Exchange Services in Toronto & Richmond Hill
	Bitcoin Well – Toronto (Appointment-Based Office Service)
	Satstreet – Toronto (High-Value OTC Service)
	Ava Exchange – Richmond Hill (Transparent, Licensed, Face-to-Face Service)

	Why More Canadians Are Choosing In-Person Exchanges
	Final Thoughts: Keep More of Your Crypto by Reducing Fees


